Suggested structure of a PhD Synthesis article

A PhD Synthesis article should have the same structure as an Original Research article
including Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion and Conclusions sections. Structured
abstracts with the headings: Background, Objective, Methods, Results and Conclusions are
required.

One should be aware of self-plagiarism in writing a PhD Synthesis. It is not acceptable to
copy and paste text directly from the PhD thesis. The aim should be to further synthesize the
‘cover story’, preferably cutting across individual papers thematically in a nuanced
discussion.

When submitting a PhD Synthesis, the author should provide a link to the full text of the PhD
thesis and secure permission from the university where the thesis was defended. If not stated
explicitly in the paper, a list of articles upon which the thesis is based should be provided. In
the covering letter, the author should also list the names, institutions, affiliations and email
addresses of supervisor(s), opponent(s) and members of the examination board (or
equivalent).

In addition, authors are encouraged to submit supplementary files, such as an MS PowerPoint
presentation, photos, videos, etc. that are related to the PhD thesis to be included as
supplementary material.

PhD Syntheses articles undergo the same standards and procedures for external peer review as
other article types. A successfully defended PhD thesis however, does not guarantee
publication of a PhD Synthesis article.



