
Welcome to the Somali Health Action Journal 
(SHAJ), an open-access online publication. 

The SHAJ offers a national and international platform 
for knowledge sharing on key health system topics in 
WKH� IUDJLOH� DQG� SRVW�FRQÁLFW� FRQWH[W� RI� 6RPDOL� KHDOWK�
development and other similar settings. It aims to pave 
the way for interaction between Somali academics and 
their institutions, health system professionals, policy 
makers and international partners, to develop local 
evidence-based solutions for the health problems of 
the population. The Journal’s goals include building 
collaborative health research partnerships and a 
research culture that focuses on priority health needs. 
It also aims to promote research capacity building 
across academic health institutions and cross-university 
research collaborations.

The idea of this Journal evolved from a few international 
seminars and workshops, held in Sweden from 2014 
and onwards. The participants included representatives 
IURP�VL[�6RPDOL�DQG�ÀYH�6ZHGLVK�XQLYHUVLWLHV�DV�ZHOO�
as Somali diaspora professionals. The aim was to revive 
a Somali-Swedish research cooperation programme 
which was terminated in the early 1990s due to civil 
unrest. Focusing on health and the challenges met in 
rebuilding the Somali health and health care system, 
the discussions pointed to the importance of public 
health oriented research and the crucial role of 
universities in building capacity for this purpose (1, 2). 
This led to the organization of a joint health research 

WUDLQLQJ� SURJUDPPH�� 7KH� ÀUVW� FRXUVH� HQDEOHG� \RXQJ�
academics from Somali universities and health services 
WR� VXFFHVVIXOO\� FRPSOHWH� DQG� UHSRUW� RQ� ÀHOG� SURMHFWV�
under the guidance of Somali and Swedish mentors. 
In the absence of a local channel for the dissemination 
RI�UHVHDUFK�ÀQGLQJV��VR�IDU�WZR�VXFK�UHSRUWV�KDYH�EHHQ�
published in an international journal (3, 4), and others 
are in progress.

While recognizing the scarcity of research publications, 
particularly by Somali authors dealing with Somali 
health problems, the parties decided to collaborate 
and create a platform for the dissemination of research 
and policy debates. During the planning process, it 
was agreed that the ownership of SHAJ shall rest with 
Somali universities. However, for practical reasons, on 
an interim basis the Journal will initially be hosted by 
the Somali-Swedish Researchers’ Association, which is 
a Swedish based non-governmental organization. The 
SHAJ initiative has also been supported by the World 
Health Organization’s country leadership.

To start with, several commissioned articles will focus 
on pertinent health issues and interventions in the 
6RPDOL�FRQWH[W��7KHVH�DUWLFOHV�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�UHSRUWV�IURP�
on-going projects on diverse issues such as mental 
health, female genital mutilation/cutting, strategies for 
SRVW�FRQÁLFW� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKH� KHDOWK� V\VWHP� DQG�
malaria control in Somalia. An on-going bibliometric 
review will assess who has published what on health 
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and health care in Somalia over the past four decades. 
Discussion papers will be invited on policy options for 
re-building the health system and the role of research 
networking in this process.

The need for research dissemination is a critical reason 
IRU�ODXQFKLQJ�WKH�-RXUQDO�DQG�ZH�H[SHFW�WR�FDWDO\]H�WKH�
national aspirations towards attainment of Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) and other Sustainable 
'HYHORSPHQW� *RDOV� �6'*V�� LQH[WULFDEO\� OLQNHG� WR�
health by the year 2030. The Journal will voice the 
opinions of many Somali health professionals and 
academic institutions operating for decades in their 
fragile health system with limited research capacity. 
The ensuing digital platform will also provide young 
Somali scholars and health care workers with access to 
evidence-based health information.

SHAJ as a lever for health system recovery

The Journal will serve as a forum for documentation and 
assessment of health care delivery and health research 
DGGUHVVLQJ� SULRULW\� LVVXHV�� ,Q� WKH� 6RPDOL� FRQWH[W�� WKH�
burden of disease approach, predominantly designed 
for diseases affecting the poor and underprivileged, is 
an important pathway. The SHAJ, in its role as a public 
health envoy, will promote and focus on the following:

• Research addressing the high burden of health 
challenges aligned with local health priorities 
and establishing linkages between academic 
institutions and stakeholders from the public and 
private health sectors;

• Community-based research, as a vital strategy for 
developing effective and culturally relevant and 
essential health interventions and for advancing 
the roles and responsibilities of health authorities 
in achieving UHC with the Essential Package of 
Health Services, and

• Studies on the district primary health care (PHC) 
services, generating research evidence to create 
HIIHFWLYH� VWUDWHJLHV� LQ� WKH� ORFDO� FRQWH[WV� IRU�
integrating the vertical health programs into the 
PHC model.

Scope and papers sought

The SHAJ seeks manuscripts addressing national 
health priorities and challenges confronting the 
Somali health system, bringing research analyses and 
recommendations about its strengthening to the fore. 
Authors, not least locally resident researchers, are hence 
encouraged to submit:

• Original Articles aligned with the SDGs and 
UHC priority interventions reaching out to the 
underprivileged and hard to access communities, 
XVLQJ�TXDQWLWDWLYH��TXDOLWDWLYH��RU�PL[HG� UHVHDUFK�
designs;

• Short Communications� IURP� SLORW� VWXGLHV�� ÀHOG�
oriented surveys, qualitative interviews, and 
HYLGHQFH� DULVLQJ� RXW� RI� FRQWH[WXDO� H[SHULHQFHV�
adding value and knowledge relevant to 
implementation processes;

• Capacity Building papers documenting how 
essential research infrastructure and capability, 
as well as human resources in general, can be 
developed as a basis for public health work in a 
fragile country;

• Networking experiences� UHÁHFWLQJ� RQ� KRZ�
SDUWQHUVKLSV� DUH� EHQHÀFLDO� LQ� D� SRVW�FRQÁLFW�
country;

• Educational Articles that outline the design, 
implementation, and evaluation of initiatives to 
improve the competence and performance levels 
of the health workforce and the services they 
provide;

• Review Articles on health promotion, disease 
prevention, and the diagnosis and care of diseases 
of public health importance;

• Debate Articles� VKDULQJ� FULWLFDO� UHÁHFWLRQV� DERXW�
public health issues and policies of relevance for 
fragile states;

• Guideline Articles of relevance for public health 
and evidence-based health care, and

• Perspectives in Public Health articles presenting 
practice-based knowledge and opinion articles 
based on case studies and public health relevant 
news.

Vision and mission

The SHAJ will help foster public health interventions 
through the collaboration between key stakeholders 
and it will also contribute to knowledge and capacity 
development. The Journal aims to facilitate evidence-
based implementation, placing local communities at the 
heart of decision making and transformation processes. 
The SHAJ will also encourage multisectoral health 
research, addressing the underlying environmental and 
social determinants of ill health. Our core mission is 
to communicate and disseminate updated evidence to 
LQÁXHQFH� KHDOWK� FDUH� GHFLVLRQV�� SROLF\� DQG� SUDFWLFH��
The Journal will serve as a bridge for peace and a 



voice for reconciliation and trust-building at all levels. 
7KH� SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� 6RPDOL� XQLYHUVLWLHV� KDYH� H[SUHVVHG�
their commitment to the Journal’s mission and to the 
development of a local foundation for its management.

Bridging the Know-do Gap

Knowledge translation builds on a strong partnership 
between the service delivery system, academic 
LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG� JUDVVURRW� FRPPXQLWLHV�� ([SHULHQFH�
gained in preparing for this revived research 
collaboration between Somali and Swedish universities 
points to the possibility of collaboration on a wider, 
international as well as national basis (5). The current 
efforts to revive the public health functions of the 
6RPDOL� 1DWLRQDO� ,QVWLWXWH� RI� +HDOWK� DUH� H[SHFWHG� WR�
improve health systems’ performance and research 
capacity across the country. The SHAJ offers a platform 
to highlight research generated solutions to health 
problems, and to increase public awareness about 
the need to reduce health inequities by pursuing the 
strategic approach of “Health in All Policies”. Together 
with community engagement and empowerment, this 
pragmatic approach will effectively bridge the know-do 
gap in addressing the social determinants of health.

Promoting Gender Equity

Gender mainstreaming is securing a rightful place in 
KHDOWK� UHVHDUFK� ZLWK� UHFRJQLWLRQ� RI� LWV� LQÁXHQFH� RQ�
health practices and outcomes. Somalia has a gender 
LQHTXDOLW\� LQGH[� DW� ������ RXW� RI� �� ������� ZKLFK�
places the country at a highly unfavorable position 
����� 5HVHDUFK� DGGUHVVLQJ� 6RPDOL� JHQGHU� LQHTXDOLW\�
LVVXHV� FDQ� VLJQLÀFDQWO\� LPSURYH� RXU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
of several aspects of health system design and policy. 
Gender mainstreaming will be promoted through SHAJ 
publications.

:H� YLHZ� RXU� -RXUQDO� DV� DQ� H[FLWLQJ� QHZ� IURQWLHU� IRU�
deciphering and documenting advancements in public 
health. The SHAJ is ready to take an active role in the 
struggle for a speedy recovery of the Somali health 
V\VWHP�DQG�WR�KHOS�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�PHHWLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�
and emerging challenges.

For the Editorial Board,
Khalif Bile Mohamud, Editor-in-Chief
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